
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

Summer Hours 

May & June – 

M –F : 10am – 5pm 

Weekends by 

appointment  

Open 10-12, 1-5  

daily July-Aug 

 

Become a Friend of 
the Museum 

2011 Membership 

$15 individual 

$25 household 

 

Membership includes 

Free admission 

Voting privilege at 

Annual General Meeting 

Receive newsletter 

10% discount at 

Museum Gift shop 

Advance invitation and 

notification to special 

events 

 

Friends also have the 

chance to participate in 

development of museum 

exhibits and the fun of 

volunteering at museum 

this issue 

Open Source Revolution P.1 

IT Management Tips  P.2 
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MUSEUM BOARD MEETS 

THE THIRD MONDAY OF 

THE MONTH 
 

All-a-Board for a 
Celebration of the Century 

One Hundred years.  Wow, can you believe it, From Arrowheads to Wheatfields and so much 

more.  A celebration is what we need and a celebration is what we’ll have June 29, 30 and July 1, a 

celebration for the people who made Avonlea a community to be proud of.  Avonlea Heritage 

Museum started in 1980 as a Celebrate Saskatchewan project,  has been celebrating our 

pioneers ever since.  The museum is not about living in the past but it’s about celebrating how we 

got where we are.  To know where you’re going you must first know where you’ve been.  

LET’S CELEBRATE! 

http://www.avonleamuseum.ca/
http://www.avonleamuseum.ca/


What makes it so hard to learn from history  

is history isn’t over yet. 

 

Notable Canadian and World Events 1912 
January 17, 1912 – British polar explorer Robert Falcon Scott and a team of 

four reach the South Pole to find that Amundsen has beaten them to it. They 

will die on the return journey. 

Paramount Pictures, the oldest American motion picture studio still in 

operation, is founded by Adolph Zukor in Hollywood, California. 1st "Keystone 

Kops" film, titled "Hoffmeyer's Legacy" 

Stanley Cup: Quebec Bulldogs sweep Moncton (NB) in 2 games 

Carrie Derrick, a botanist, became Canada's first female professor at McGill 

University.  

First Paved Highway in Canada 

Thomas Wilby and Jack Hanley the first to drive across Canada by car. Trip 

took 49 days.  

18 Canadians compete at summer Olympics in Stockholm winning 3 gold, 2 

silver and 3 bronze 

Sep 2, 1912 - Instigated by an American cowboy, Guy Weadick, and 

underwritten by Calgary businessmen, the first Calgary Stampede was held. 

Sep 3rd - World's 1st cannery opens in England to supply food to the navy  

Oct 8th - Montenegro declares war on Turkey, beginning 1st Balkan War  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Life in ……. 1912 2011 -2012 
Population of Canada 7,467,000 34,278,400 

Montreal 490,504 1,649,519 

Toronto 381,383 6,054,191 

Regina 30,000 + 193,100 

Saskatchewan  250,000 (3rd largest 
province) 

1,052,050 (6th 
largest) 

Average Saskatchewan 
farm  

297 acres 1600 acres 

Canada welcomed 
immigrants from 

375,756 280,636 

 England  104,225 Philippines 36,578 

 America 120,095 India 30,252 

 Scotland 30,413 China 30,197 

 Ukraine 19,223 UK 9,499 

 Russia 15,843 USA 9,243 

 Italy 14,265 France 6,934 

   Iran 6,815 

   United Arab 
Emirates 

6,796 

   Morocco 5,946 

   Korea 5,539 
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labour law,” barred Asian men from employing White 

women in businesses such as restaurants, rooming 

houses, and laundries. The Act was supported by 

Protestant moral reformers and various women’s groups, 

who embellished racial stereotypes and created an 

atmosphere of fear. The Act strangled the Asian business 

community, who could ill afford the higher wages 

demanded by White men, and had few other labour 

resources. The next year the Act was amended so that it 

only applied to Chinese, and in 1919 a further amendment 

deleted all reference to race. The right to employ women 

was referred to municipalities, which, upon application, 

could license businesses on an individual basis. 

On June 30, the Regina Tornado kills 28 people, destroys 

500 buildings and leaves 2500 people homeless. 

 

  

Notable Saskatchewan Events 1911 

The census shows that Saskatchewan is Canada’s third largest 
province by population.  

Seager Wheeler, a farmer from Rosthern, wins the first of five 
world wheat championships and puts Saskatchewan on the 
map. His entry of Marquis Wheat earns him $1000 at the New 
York Land Show. Wheeler uses the money to pay off his farm. 
A few years later, he goes on to develop new varieties of 
barley, wheat and oats.  

The farmer-owned Saskatchewan Co-operative Elevator 
Company is formed. Forty-six elevators are ready for the 1911-
1912 crop year.  

Homemakers’ Clubs are formed to work for better living 
conditions in rural Saskatchewan.  

Only eight years after the Wright brothers’ historic flight, Bob 
St. Henry makes the first airplane flight in Saskatchewan. It 
takes place on the western outskirts of Saskatoon.  

Saskatchewan’s first electric street railways begin service in 
Regina and Moose Jaw. Two years later, Saskatoon streetcars 
make their inaugural run. 

The Saskatchewan Anti-Tuberculosis League is organized to 
fight widespread tuberculosis. The “white plague” is the 
leading cause of illness and death at this time.  

1912 
Swift Current’s Lyric Theatre, built in 1912 to house glamorous 

Vaudeville shows and silent films is Saskatchewan’s oldest 

operating theatre. 

August 14 - Saskatchewan general election, 1912: Walter 

Scott's Liberals win a third consecutive majority  

The Saskatchewan Legislative Building opens on October 12. 

Construction cost $1.8 million. More than 30 different kinds of 

marble are used on stairways, walls, floors and decorative 

elements.  

Beginning in the 1912 season, Regina would go on to win seven 

straight WCRFU Western Canada Rugby Football Union titles, 

excluding 1917 and 1918 when World War I interrupted league 

play. 

In 1912 the Saskatchewan Government enacted the anti-Asian 

Act to Prevent the Employment of Female Labour in Certain 

Capacities. This Act, sometimes called the “white women’s 

 

Do You Remember? 

Stock Schleede’s water 

wagon 

3 3 

http://www.sasktourism.com/19102
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saskatchewan_general_election,_1912
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Walter_Scott
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Walter_Scott
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1912_in_Canadian_football
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Canada_Rugby_Football_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
http://esask.uregina.ca/entry/labour.html


When the CNR passed this way in 1911, the small 

businesses in New Warren moved 2 miles south to the 

present location.  W.L. McRorie, a butcher shop, 

blacksmith shop were soon joined by other businesses to 

serve the people– lumber yards, restaurants, banks, 

bakery, garages, hotels, law offices, churches, Post 

Office, laundry. 

The following highlights just a few. 

Doctor Henry Watters Dunnet 
Dr. H. W. Dunnet was one of Saskatchewan’s best loved 

country doctors.  He was the first professional man to settle 

in the Village of Avonlea, and for over 45 years from 1912 

until his passing in  1957, cared for the people through good 

times and bad, earning respect and gratitude of the 

residents of Avonlea and surrounding districts. This territory 

covered many square miles of difficult travel but it was 

never impassable if someone needed him, day or night. Dr. 

Dunnet delivered 4,532 babies during his time in the 

Avonlea area. Mrs. Dunnet was on hand to assist on many 

occasions.  It came as a great shock to the community 

when, after a short illness, Dr. Dunnet died in 1957, at age 

71. In 1967 the Regional Park just south east of Avonlea was 

named in his honour.  

 

 

Easson’s General Store 
This new two-story building was erected between the Bank 

of Ottawa and Western Canada Sawmill’s office in 1912 or 

1913 by Alex Easson. He first owned and operated a small 

store on his homestead one and half miles east of Avonlea. 

In 1928 Abe Ratner purchased the store and lived above it 

with his family – wife Margaret who sang opera at various 

social events and son Jerry and daughter Cynthia. They sold 

the store in 1943 and moved to Los Angeles. 
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Doc Dunnet in front of the Avonlea Trading Co. with Abe Ratner 

Dr. Dunnet’s home 302 - 3
rd

 Ave., where Liz Hollema now resides.   

1928 – Village got power * 1948 – wooden sidewalks * 1950 – enclosed skating rink * 1958 – medical clinic  
1960 – new RCMP barracks * 1961 – new school, natural gas * 1960-62 – sewer & water * 1964 – post office 
* 1965 fire hall * 1972 – paved highway * 1973 – dial phones * 1978 – new rink with artificial ice * other 
additions – low rental housing, library, Drop Inn 



King George Hotel probably took longer to build than it was in 

use.  Unfortunately our records are not very informative.  We know it was 

in use by 1914 and destroyed by fire in 1916.  If anyone has more info 

please contact the museum board. 
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Grain Grower’s Guide Jan.2, 1916 



  

The Avonlea Trading Company 
The Avonlea Trading Co. was owned and operated by W.L. McRorie and sons 

from 1912-1979. The post office was located here until 1914 when a permanent 

building was erected. In 1913 due to ill health W.L. decided to try farming. Much 

to his wife’s delight they returned to the store in 1918 and continued until 1945 

when W.L. retired and his sons Glen and Eric took over. In 1928 it became a Red 

and White Store. In 1935 it was destroyed by fire but it was rebuilt on the same 

location that same summer. Maizie, Glen’s wife worked in the store for 46 

years. Mabel, Eric’s wife also did her share as did both couples children.  

 

Compare the fashion of the lady above and Molly Brown, Titanic 

passenger and the gentlemen’s style to the left with those 

below in front of Robertson’s Garage Avonlea 
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Time passed and we lost our doctor and druggist and many characters exploits live on.  

Gravel streets and wooden sidewalks were replaced by paving and cement, Businesses 

closed or were lost to fire, new businesses opened.  Blue Hills Pulse Plant replaced the 

elevator, east of town Nelson Motors expanded and was joined by Emerald seeds, Wigmore 

Crop Production Producers, a repair shop for diesel injection services, a storage unit, and 

many new homes were built, as well as more lots serviced. 



White Star Liner, Titanic, sank off the coast of Newfoundland on April 12. 

Canadian ships hired out of Halifax were sent to recover bodies. Halifax 

became a temporary 'morgue' and many victims were buried in cemeteries 

created by White Star, who also set up a fund for future up-keep.  

Price to build Titanic 

Then: $7,500,000 

Now: $400,000,000  

Price for one-way tickets 

First Class (parlor suite): £870/$4,350 ($50,000 today) 

First Class (berth): £30/$150 ($1724 today) 

Second Class: £12/$60 ($690 today) 

Third Class: £3 to £8/$40 ($172 to $460 today) 

Other 

Cost for a Turkish or Electric Bath: $1 ($5 today)  

Cost to send Marconi Wireless Telegram: 12 shillings and sixpence/$3.12 

($36 today), for the first 10 words, and 9 pence per word thereafter. 

Passenger telegrams sent & received during the voyage: over 250.  
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  Avonlea a Bustling 

Place 
 As I considered what to put in our 

2012 spring issue I started googling 

Avonlea and 1912.  I happened on a 

few articles in the Grain Grower’s 

Guide from 1913 to 1915 that I found 

interesting and hope you will to.  I 

think they show how quickly 

Avonlea became a busy community 

that it continues to be to this day. 

The first is an ad for gopher poison 

and where it was available for sale.  

The print is too small to read but the 

headlines alone are worth it.  The 

T.A.B. Ferris mentioned was the first 

druggist in Avonlea. 

The other articles are from Grain 

Growers Women’s Club.  There are 

several names that I think you’ll 

recognize and can be found in the 

history book. 

Darlene Watson 
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http://www.sasklotteries.ca/


 
  

The Woman Grain Growers (WGG) and women in the United Farmers of Canada 

Saskatchewan Section (UFC), the Saskatchewan Farmers’ Union (SFU), and the 

National Farmers’ Union (NFU) represent one of three important streams of the 

farm women’s movement in Canada. A first stream, the Homemakers’ Clubs and 

the Women’s Institutes, came into being in Saskatchewan in 1911; and the third 

stream, the Saskatchewan Women’s Agricultural Network, was founded in 1985. 

The WGG, also known as the Women’s Section of the Saskatchewan Grain 

Growers’ Association (SGGA), evolved out of the local work of Violet McNaugton, 

a Harris farm woman who was active in the Hillview Grain Growers. She and her 

husband John saw the SGGA as the best vehicle for accomplishing the reforms in 

rural Saskatchewan that they regarded as necessary to better the lives of hard-

pressed farm families. (The SGGA had originally been the Territorial Grain 

Growers’ Association, established in 1902.) 
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Grain Grower’s Guide Dec.1, 1915 

Grain Grower’s Guide July 7, 1915 

Grain Grower’s Guide Nov 17, 1915 

Grain Grower’s Guide July5, 1916 

Century Family Farm Awards  
The ISC Century Family Farm Award celebrates 

Saskatchewan farm families who have farmed the 

same land for 100 years or more. ISC is proud to 

recognize the contributions of these families in 

shaping our province.  The following list may not be 

complete as families must apply for the award from 

Information Services Corporation.  Read more on the 

families in Arrowheads to Wheatfields. 

 2003 
 Lynnwood & Neil Miller family 

 2006 
 Mark Dombowsky 

 2007 

 Gary Nelson 
 2008 

 Fred & Gloria Kirkpatrick 
 2009 

 John N. Donison 
 Ernest Hugh Tice 

 2010 
 Joan Harmsworth Dow & Ian Dow 

 Wade & Theresa Hicke 
 Jason Ritco 
 William Paicu 

 2011 
 George, Neil & Barbara Alexander 

 Jerry Rodger 

http://esask.uregina.ca/entry/homemakers_clubs_and_womens_institutes.html
http://esask.uregina.ca/entry/homemakers_clubs_and_womens_institutes.html
http://esask.uregina.ca/entry/mcnaughton_violet_clara_1879-_1968.html


  

Hurry, Hurry 
Hard! 

That’s what you’ll want to do when you hear 
about what we have planned for this summer.  
We have a new space that is going to be 
dedicated to the history of curling in Avonlea 
that will feature none other than the “Curling 
Campbells”.  Experience the thrill of stepping 
on the ice and be transported back to the 1955 
Brier. Remember those straw brooms and how 
about jam can curling?  Did you ever curl in the 
annual bonspiel?  We love to hear your curling 
memories.  Why not jot them down and share 
them. To contact us by email visit 
www.avonleamusem .ca   or drop them off at 
the museum. 

 

The Avonlea Curling Club  
by Margaret Smith (Campbell) (from Arrowheads to Wheatfields) 

First Avonlea Curling Rink, 1925. (100 men and boys shingled the roof in one day). 

 Fourteen teams curled that first winter out of a total population of 
about 200.  

 The Avonlea Ladies' Curling Club was formed in Jan. 1927, and the 
ladies were offered free use of the ice on Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons. "The men taught us," said Eva Campbell, "but to tell 
you the truth, they didn't know any more about it than we did. 
They skipped and threw last rock."  

 The take-out game was the style in those early days. A good draw 
was considered a difficult shot and was greatly admired. Attitudes 
toward the game varied from carefree to serious.  

 The waiting room was the hub of the community’s life. It was a 
friendly place, warmed by the crackling fire and scented by the 
doctor's sweet cigars, and a welcome haven for villagers who 
braved the cold walk and for country folk who drove in by team and 
cutter.  

 The most fun was the local bonspiel. Prizes donated by local 
merchants and farmers displaced the boxes of polished apples in 
the window of McRorie's Red and White General Store.  

 The better curlers sought the weightier competition of the city 
'spiels, taking their own stones with them.  

 The club made provincial news in 1947 when the family team of 
Sandy Campbell and sons Lloyd, Glen and Garnet won the Sask. 
championship and placed third in the MacDonald Brier Canadian 
Curling Championship in Saint John, N. B. with Garnet skipping.  

 Victories followed for this group with the addition of brothers 
Donald and Gordon, including provincial championships and car 
bonspiels. They donated one of the eight cars won in 1949-50 to 
the Avonlea Memorial rink fund. The team's prowess peaked in 
1955 winning the MacDonald-Brier  

 More Briers followed over the years with Garnet establishing a 
personal record of ten appearances out of a family total of twenty-
four. At a pre-Brier banquet in 1976 when Avonlea's mayor, Walter 
Nelson, announced the naming of the sub-division and public park 
in the area of the old sports' ground as "Campbell Place", Garnet's 
response was simply stated. "Our success in the curling world was 
made possible by the people of this community," he said. 
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Highlights of Club Activities  

 1942: Moose Jaw Ladies' Bonspiel was won by Mabel King, skip, 
with Ethel McRorie, Margaret Ratner and Mona Schleede.  

 1949: Moose Jaw Men's Bonspiel Grand Aggregate was won by 
Wilbur King, skip, with Stan Bell J r., Art Hart and Lyle Deeks.  

 1952: Moose Jaw Men's Bonspiel Grand Aggregate was won by 
Lawrence McRorie, skip, Stan Bell Jr., Archie Sanderson and Don 
Forer.  

 1950-52-54: Regina Men's Bonspiel Grand Aggregate was won by 
Garnet Campbell; skip with brothers Lloyd, Glen, Don and Gordon.  

 1963: Massey Ferguson Prov. Championship Runners-up with skip 
Garnet Campbell, Glen Campbell, Lawrence McRorie and Archie 
Sanderson.  

 1972: Artificial ice was installed.  
 1973: The club hosted the Italian representatives to the Silver 

Broom.  
 1974: The first eight-ender in Avonlea was scored by Ron Watson, 

skip, Ken Petruic, Holly McRorie and Carol Watson. Recalled Carol, 
"We were still down after marking up those eight points!"  

 1976: Seagram Mixed Canadian Curling Championships Runner-up 
skipped by Garnet Campbell with De Verne Campbell, Stan and 
Fran Petruic. Also represented by the province in 1977.  

 1979: A. N. Campbell Trophy was won by Stan Petruic, skip, Dave 
Miller, Gordon Campbell and Willie Petruic.  

 1980: Eva Campbell Memorial Medal was won by Fran Petruic, skip, 
Lorraine Dombowsky, Evelyn Sillers and Sandra Lee.  

 1981: The girls' team of Jackie Forer, skip, Marcia Stefan, Lana 
Daniel and Susan Phillips played in the girls' provincial play downs. 

 1982: A senior ladies team skipped by Pearl Miller, with Kathy 
Clarke, Norma McKellar and Mavis Leakey won the district play 
downs. 

  1983: Charter member, Cliff McRorie completed his 58th year of  
continuous active membership. 

 to be continued……………………… 

 

 

 
  

1947 Winners of Sask. Curling Championship. Garnet, Sandy, Glen, Lloyd Campbell. 

1955 MacDonald-Brier Champs.  
Lloyd, Glen, Don and Garnet Campbell. 
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In And Around Town 

Here’s a few changes around town and bits of news since the fall. 

 The lagoon NE of town was enlarged 

 The town dugout was filled in. Water from Reg.D Watson Reservoir is pumped 

directly to new water plant. Thank-you to Robert Daniel and Rod Broughton for 

their hard work keeping our water safe to drink. 

 Avonlea Arrows Senior Hockey team League Champions 

 Dorathy Watson and Irene Nestman celebrate 90th birthdays 

 Darren Treble moves his business, Prairie Gun Traders from his home to Main 

Street. 

 Buckey’s restaurant/lounge, the former Red & White store, converted into 

apartments. In 1912 W.L. McRorie built the Avonlea Trading Co. on the lot.  

When destroyed by fire in 1935 it was rebuilt and became the Red & White. The 

store remained in the McRorie family until 1979 when it was sold to George and 

Jeanette Stephan. Omer and Kathy Mondor were the last to operate the Red and 

White. 

 Two new residences on Crescent Drive 

 Troy Kincaid sets record for largest bigeye tuna caught in Hawaii – 231-pound 

 Dunnet Regional Park was awarded Park of The Year for 2012.  Each year the 

Saskatchewan Regional Park's Board presents this award to a Regional Park who 

stands out from the rest by providing outstanding  
facilities and services to the public.  There will be a banner and plaque hanging in 

the park to represent this awesome award.  Be sure to come visit our beautiful 

park this summer and enjoy what it has to offer.  

  St. Joseph's Catholic Church in Claybank will be celebrating their 100th birthday 

on Saturday, June 23rd.  There will be a mass at 5:00 followed by a catered supper 

and an evening of visiting and music.  Check out the website at 

www.claybankparish.com.    

  

  

Troy Kincaid with his record setting catch. 

Its only May and already the museum is in full swing.  Cathy Geisler is back as 

manager and getting things organized.  We’ve already cooked three cases of 

hamburgers and ninety hot dogs at our first BBQ lunch.  Thanks to all the hungry 

people it was a great success.   

May 12 was the first tour for 2012, 42 Boy Scouts, cubs, etc. Some comments were: 

“This is better than the WDM in Saskatoon”;  “Wow, for a small town this is really 

well done” ; “ the price at Prairie Gun Traders is great” .  There are 3 more tours 

scheduled for May. 

Last year we had 15 school and bus tours and a total of 1700 signed guests.  To give 

a proper tour, groups should be no larger than 8 people.  When you do the math you 

see it takes more than one tour guide.  The Museum board members pitch in when 

they can but we sure could use some reserves. A tour usually takes an hour so count 

on an hour and a half of time. June is our busiest month for tours.  Never given a 

tour, no problem, we offer training. Please consider joining the friends of the 

museum this summer as reserve tour guide.  

 

2012 Celebration 

Jun29-July 1 
Avonlea Heritage Museum 

Hours of operation 

 Friday 1-8pm 

 Saturday 12 -8pm 

 Sunday 12-5pm  

o 2pm - Opening of 

Time Capsule 

 

 

Guided tours will run every 30 min. 

 

Weekend Menu   

 Soup  *  Sandwiches 

  Pie  *  Ice Cream  

 Coffee  *  Cold Drinks 

 

Consider volunteering for a shift in 

the cafe or as tour guide.  Sign up 

at the museum today. 
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2012 
Celebrations 

An enthusiastic group has been meeting regularly for 

well over a year to plan an exciting weekend for 

Avonlea’s 100
th

 Centennial celebration being held 

June 29, 30 and July 1.  One of the first decisions was 

to contract local artist Paul Geraghty to paint a mural 

on the side of the rink; depicting the last 100 years in 

the life of our town.  You have all seen the work in 

progress- and what an amazing mural he is creating 

for us.  We are so fortunate to live in a community 

that can boast artwork like this to become part of our 

heritage.   There is an opportunity to have your name, 

ancestor’s name, children or grandchildren’s name 

recorded by the artist on the mural for future 

generations to view.  Contact Joan Hansen (868-2177) 

if you wish to take advantage of this.   

There are many events going on to help celebrate the 

occasion, including: Friday night Riderville social, 

Saturday parade, weekend breakfasts, entertainment 

featuring local and former residents, Mural unveiling, 

historic town tour, Saturday banquet, Brad Johner 

concert and cabaret, fireworks, silent auction, 

children’s entertainment and many other events.  

 
  Now that the weekend is getting so close, the Avonlea 2012 committee is 

excited, and the hard work begins.  If you can volunteer time to help out 

with these events, please stop by the Village office and give them your 

name.  Many hands will be needed to make this weekend a success, and we 

know the people of this community are hard workers and always willing to 

help.  

Compare these old pictures of Main St. Avonlea to our Main St. today.  Our 

community has continued to grow and thrive- to be the place we are all 

proud to call ‘HOME’ 

 Don’t miss out on your chance to see old neighbours, relatives and friends!  

Registration is available at the Village Office or the registration form is 

available at www.avonlea.biz.     

Avonlea 2012 Committee 
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Education is not attained for the purpose of earning a living.  

Education is learning what to do with a living after your earn it. 

http://www.avonlea.biz/


BRIERCREST & DISTRICT MUSEUM  
The Briercrest & District Museum is now in the Briercrest Public School Building, offering 
visitors easy access to an interesting display of historical home, school, church, business, farm 
and military artifacts.  The grand opening is scheduled for June 29, 2012 at 8:00pm in 
conjunction with the celebration of the 100

th
 Anniversary of the Village of Briercrest.  In the 

northwest classroom is the Coop Repurpose Store which will open on Saturdays from 1-
4:30pm beginning June 2. The museum will be open during July and August on Saturdays 
from 10am to 4:30pm and on Sundays from 1 to 4pm.  Tours may be arranged for other times 
by contacting one of the following: Chuck (799-4951), Marge (799-2004), Jacqueline (799-

4414) or Carol (799-4424).  Pictures below give you a glimpse of some of the room displays. 

 
Note: refrigerator on wall                General Store Note: Sheaf Stooker                   Note: Stud Cart & Buggy 

 

BRIER ROSE CULTURAL CENTRE   

On Railway Avenue in Briercrest is a little house built nearly 100 years ago by Alex Boan in the 
Roseville district.  About 90 years ago, Bruce Jaques bought it and moved it to his farm.  In 1928 
Alex and Dorothy Boan bought it and lived in it in Briercrest.   Interestingly this little house is now 
home to a collection of memorabilia of prairie poet, Edna Jaques, Bruce’s sister.  It will be open 
during the 100th anniversary weekend.  At other times, tours may be arranged by contacting 
Jacqueline Coulter (799-4414) or Marge Cleave (799-2004) 

 
 

  
Avonlea, Claybank and Briercrest are part of the 

Heritage Heartland Museums network. 

Museums working together, sharing resources. 
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Financial Summary year ending Dec.31, 2011: 

Revenue:    

 Donations ..........................................$8,515 

 Grants ............................................. $10,874 

 Fundraising (net) ............................. $13,403 

 Sales, Admission, etc ...................... .$  5,898  

TOTAL RECEIPTS 2011 ................................ $38,690 

Expense:    

 Bldg. repair & utilities ...................... $ 4,062 

 Office Supplies & Advt .....................$2,563 

 Wages & Benefits............................ $16,012 

 Displays & Programs ........................ $ 2,574 

 Bank Chgs. & Interest ......................... $722 

 Capital-Wiring & insulation  ............. $ 4,759 

 TOTAL EXPENSE 2011 ................................ $30,692  

CURRENT ASSETS-DEC.31/2011................. $7,322 

CURRENT LIABILITIES-DEC.31/11 ............ $17,557 

2012 Financial Report to date: 

 Liabilities as of May 11, 2012 

o $15,000  Bank Loan. 

 Grants Received:   

o Sask Culture$3,500  This is an operating 

grant for 2012. 

o New Horizons for Seniors$2,600  This is 

for a “Model Railroad Construction” 

 Grants Approved:  

o Young Canada Works $3205 Student 

Grant for 12 weeks. 
o Summer Career Placement$2,280  Student 

Grant for 8 weeks. 

o Sask Heritage Foundation$4,000 For 

Shingling and repairs re Church 

Thank you to the following for their generous donations: 

 Avonlea Recreation Board .................$1,333   

o Received in Dec. 2011 

 BASF/Wigmore ................................. $ 600 

 Avonlea Community Fundraisers .......$1,000 

 Margaret (Campbell) Smith…………$  600   

 Deverne Campbell ............................... $100 

 Individual donors: Paul Daniel, Betty Miller, 

Lawrence Harty, Ken Miller, Gary Nelson,Alice 
Powell, Ann Read, Karen Bedford, Jeanette Dow, 

Marg Miller. Cameron Petruic, Ralph Waugh.  

Your help is very much appreciated.   

 

While grants are a big help they never cover the whole 

expense of a project.  Donations and continued support of 

museum fundraisers are the real way to make things 

happen.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

Old Time Photos taken at the Museum during Kickoff to 

Christmas.  Thank you Wanda MacDonald, Debbie Menz, Lorna 

Phillips for their help. 
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Summer Celebrations at the Heritage House 
 May 22- Hotdog/Hamburger Day 

 June 2 –Community Garage Sale & Hotdog/Hamburger lunch. 

Donations welcome. Call Darlene 868-2171 to include your address in 

sales locations. $10 tables also available at the museum. 

 June 12 - Hotdog/Hamburger Day 

 June 29 –July 1st – 2012 celebration 

 July 1st – Opening the time capsule from 2000  

 July 14& 15 – “I’ve Been Working on the Railway” family fun days 

 Aug 8, 15, 22 - All-a-Board Kids Summer Program  

Watch for Posters for these other fun events 

 Mary had a Little Lamb - Wool carding demo and tea party. 

 Let’s talk Curling Coffee Party – Official dedication of the Curling 
Campbells display 

 

When you turn one hundred you deserve to celebrate all year.  Climb on board 

for a train load of summer fun at Avonlea Heritage Museum.  There will be 

model trains, wooden trains, cookie trains, songs about trains, movies about 

trains after all its because of a train Avonlea came to be. 

There’ll also be a new display featuring the Curling Campbells and the history 

of curling in Avonlea.  Some displays like wool carding and the doctor office will 

be in a new location.  The projects are many and the hands are few.  Why not 

be part of the fun? Join the volunteer at the museum.  If you enjoy any of the 

following; working with your hands, researching history, talking with people, 

working on computers (well maybe not they’re usually too frustrating!) the 

museum is the place for you. 

I’ve attempted to make this news letter informative and 

interesting.  Any errors or omissions were unintentional.  

Printing of this newsletter is done by JR Printing in Avonlea.  

Please support our Advertisers. They made this Issue possible. 

  Editor; Darlene Watson  

 

Avonlea Museum Board 2012 
Pres: Richard Geisler Vice: Wayne Watson 
Sec: Joyce Holland  Treas: Deb Penner 
Clarence Johnson  Randi Edmonds 
Marilyn Keerak Russ Howse 
Jean Kincaid Bernie Sanderson 
Jim Clarke Annamae Nelson  
Dode Johnson  Darlene Watson 
Betty Jelinski Garry Hubbard 
Mavis Leakey  

The Board would like to welcome Deb Penner 

and thank her taking on the duties of treasure. 
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The Winner of the ‘I-pad’ donated by Nelson GM and Nelson Motors was 

Russell Howse.  The Early Bird membership draw winner was MaryLou Daniel 

of Sherwood Park, Ab. 

We also thank Georgia Joorisity for donating a door prize for Steak Night 

(winner Don Kincaid); Louise Forer who made and donated a beautiful quilt 

for our Centennial Raffle; Claude Finch for donating 12 of his books to the gift 

shop; and to Heather Mae Thompson who made and donated a quilt for our 

next raffle.  ‘Thank You’ to all!! 

Sympathy is extended to the families of the following members of our 

community who passed away recently: Life Members Ted Lazurca and 

Isabelle Myers, supporters—Garnet Campbell, Murray Rodger, Hilda Holland, 

Brenda & Larry Greer.   
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Student Job Opportunities 
Avonlea Heritage Museum 

Assistant Curator / Tour Guide 

12 weeks – 30 hr/week 

8 weeks – 30 hr/week 

$10.75 / hr 

Must be intending to return to full-time  

Studies in the fall. 

Mail Applications by ASAP  to  

Box 401, Avonlea, SK S0H  0C0 

For more info call Jean at 868-2064 


